RECONSTRUCTION

reconstruction proposed in the bill was com-
pletely unacceptable. But it must not be pre-
scribed as the only method. He was not prepared,
therefore, to veto the bill or to sign it. He put it
in his pocket and took no action. And by the
terms of the Constitution the bill lapsed.

But he did not leave it at that On July 8,
1864, he issued a proclamation, giving the text
of the 'Wade-Davis' Bill, as it was called, and
explaining the reasons for his action. He said
that he was unprepared, by a formal approval of
the bill, to be inflexibly committed to any single
plan of restoration, nor was he ready to set aside
and hold for naught the free state constitutions
and governments established in Arkansas and
Louisiana. He denied the constitutional com-
petence of Congress to abolish slavery in the
states; he hoped that the constitutional amend-
ment to abolish slavery would soon be passed.
And he concluded by saying: '1 am fully satis-
fied with the system of restoration contained in
die bill as one very proper plan for the loyal
people of any state choosing to adopt it, and I
am, and at all times shall be, prepared to give
the executive aid and assistance to any such
people, so soon as military resistance to the
United States shall have been suppressed in any
such state, and the people thereof shall have
sufficiently returned to their obedience to the
Constitution and the laws of the United States,
in which cases military governors will be
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